North Hykeham Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2021

Sections 20{2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

€)

(b)

Anncuncement mada by: (d)

Date of anncuncement: {e)

The audit of accounts for North Hykeham Town Council for the year
anded 31 March 2021 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountabiity Return is available for
inspection by any local gevernment electer of the area of North Hykeham
Town Council on application to:
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2020/21

We acknowledge as the members of

North Hykeham Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that thera is a sound system of internal control, including arrangemenis for
the preparation aof the Accolinting Statements. Wa confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the vear ended 31 March 2021, that:

1. We have put I pliee arrengamants for effiecive fnancial
managamant during the year, and for the preparation of
the accourding statements.

2. We mainlgined en sdequate system of inlernal control
nchiding maasures designed to pravent and catect frasd
and earrppfen and readewed s effectiverass.

3. We ook glt reasonabta steps to e=aura curseives
that thera are no matters of aclual or potsntial
non-compliancs with laws, reguiations and Proper v
Pracioss {hat could have & significant financial effact
an tha abifity of this authorlty to sonduct i
business or maneage its finances.

4. We providad piropar anporiunity duving the year for
the teercise of eleetors’ Hghts in accondsnes with the "
requirements &f tha Accounts and Audit Regaationa.

| prepared s avsounting etafomains in accardanse

with lhe Accounits end Audit Reguiglions.

| ifs cherga.

made proper arangerinents end sccapied meponsib ity
Tor sefeguarding the public money and reseurses in

hes chly dona what it in2s the fega! powar ta oo and has
complied with Propar Praclices iy dofng So.

during the vear gave & persons niarested the apporhmity in
inspect and ask quesfons atowl thie autharify & AtcOURS.

5. We carrlad out an assessrent of ha risks facing thie
authority and took appiopriste stepe o manage those J
risks, induding the mireduchion of infamal controls andfor
extemal insurance cover whena raquired.

4. We maintekred hnoughout the year an adequsta and
effesiive aystem of infamal audit of tha eccourting v
records and conlrol systams.

7. Wa taak appropriste acllan on all matiers ralead
in reporie from miernal and extamal awdil.

conslcerad and dacumented the financisl and offer rsks It
facas and dealt with thar propery.

8.\ canskierad whether any Kigation. liebitties or
cemmitmenis, avents or ransactons, ocouring eithar
during or alter the year-and, have a financial impact on ¥
{hls authority 2nd, whare approoriale, hava includad tham
in the accounting statemarits.

4. (For local cauncils only) Trust funds inciuding
charitable. In our capacly as the sole managing
frustoe we discharged our aerauntability
responsipifdles for the lund(3¥assets, inciuding
financia repering and, ¢ reguirad, incependsnt
examination or audil.

errangsd for A compaiant person, ndepandent of tha Bnancisd
conirois end procedires, 10 give an ebjective view on whether
irlarmal controls meet the nesds of this smeller eutherity.

rspanded o metiers broagit to Bs stlention by Intermel and
external audi.

digcioged eventiing if shouk have sbout its busiass autivity
during the year including evenia taking place efior the year
end i rafovent.

has met all of iis respansbiies whers, as a body
saiporats, A is a sola managing trusfes of 4 local
frust ar frusta.

*Plaase provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheat for each ‘No' resgonas and destribe How the
autharity will address the weaknesses dentifled. These sheets must he published with the Annuat Governance Slatement.

This Annyal Govarnance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

29/ei{de2
and racordad as minute referenca:
A2 laf;z‘a - MeuTe & |D

Clerk

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeling where
approval Was given:

Chainman

www.narthhykehamtowncouncif. gov.uk
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Section 2 - Aceounting Statements 2020/21 for

North Hykeharn Town Congeil

s and guidance

£1. Do not leave any

nees. Al figures must

g HIC 2C0raS

1. Balances brought | Total beisnces and resenves af the baghnning of the yoer
farward 633,400| as recorded fn the financial records. Valse must agrae to

| Box 7 of pravious vest

2. (+) Precept or Ratas and ; | Toral amount af precept for for IDBs rates end levies)
Levias 571,158 623 8B7| received or receivabie in Whe year, Excluds any grants

recefvad.

3. {+} Total other receipts | Total income or raceipls as recorded in the cashbook less

86,092 84 551| the precept or reiasfevies mesived {iing 2). inchde any
grants racehed.

4, {-) Staff cozls Forfal expandiurs or paymenis mede fo end on behalf

of all employess, inciuda gross sslaries and wages,
2‘63'&66 262,869 amplayeds N comtabulions, employers pension
conlributons, graluitfes and soverance paymerns.

5. [-) Loen interest/capital ) Tolal axpenditure 6 peyments of capital and inlerest
repaymants 25483 25,493 mads duing the yeer on the suihorty's borronings (F any).

8, (A other payments ; Tofs! expendiftire or payments as recorded i the cash-

193,811 282 457| book fess steit coats (ine 4) and Joen interest/capital
repaymants (lins 53,

7. (=) Belances carfied Tofel balancss and resarves of the and of the yvear: Must
forvard 613,400 190,719 aquat (1+2+3) - (4+5:8),

B. Tolal value of cash ard The sum of en] cirent and deposit bank sccounls, cash
shorl tarm |avestments 554,959 798, 182] hoidings end shart ésrm nvasimsnts hatd as at 31 March —

To pgree with bank reconcilation.

&, Total fixed aseets plus The vale of all tha propedty tha autherily cvms - It (s mada
long term investmanis 2,380,944 2428 320 1p of al s fixed assets and iang ferm invostrenis as af
and assgig 31 March.

10. Tolal borrowings | The oulstanding capifad balance as et 31 Merch of aff foans

243,973 222,88Y) from taird perties including PWLE).

11. {Fer Looal Councils Only) Disclosure nota The Councll, &5 a hady corporate, ecls as sole trustea for

re Trusl funds (including charltzble} and I responsibie for managing Tiust finda or azsets.
| M.B. The fgures in the avcaunling statermonts above do
| notincludga any Trust ransachions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting
Statamants in this Annual Govemance and Accountzbility
Reluzn have been preparad on elfther a regeipis and payments
orincome and expanditure hasis following the guidsnce in
Govemanca and Accouniability for Smaller Authorides —
Practitionars’ Gulde to Proper Praetiees and present fairly
the financial posltion of this autharlty.

Signed by Respongible Finangial Officer before being
presantad to tha authority for approval

29jo't {221

Cate

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this autharity o this dade:

296 2oz |

as recorded in minute refarance:
Te lefac wmowsre uR 1o

Signed by Chalrman of the meeling where the Accounti
Statements were approved ‘

Annual Govarnance and Accountab ity Retum 2020/21 Part 3

Page 5 of6

Locai Courcils, Intaral Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities™



Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21
In respect of NORTH HYKEHAM TOWN COUNCIL — LID267

1 Respective responsibilities of the bady and the auditor
This autheority is responsibie for ensuring that its financial managemant is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountabiiity Retum in
accordance with Proper Fractices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters thal are relevant o our dulies and responsibilities as

exiternal auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sectiens 1 anc 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum in accordance
with guidance issued by the Naticnal Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see nate
below). Our work does not corstitite an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing {UK
& ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do,

2 External auditor report 2020/21

On the basis of our review of Sactions 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemanca and Acceuntabllity Retum [AGAR), in eur apinion the information in
Seclions 1and 2 of the AGAR i In accordance with Proper Fractices and ne cther matters have come to our attention giving cause for conearn that
relevant legislatien and regulatary requirements have nol been met.

Othar matters not affecting our apinian which we draw to the attention of the aulharity:

The authority has received £2,324 in respect of refunds against expenditure during the prior year and has accounted for it 2s a recelpt in
Section 2, Box 3 rether than nettinf it against the relevant expense. Whilst the Practiticners’ Guide is silent on the matter, it is cur view that
the true cost to the authority should be shown on a nat basis. Accounting on a gross basis inflates the gross income and gross expenditurs of
the authority and can push the authority inte a higher fee band than it weuld otherwise be in.

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify thal we have complated our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibifities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
Marzch 2021,

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Audltor Signature % m# %.0 A A u}a Drate 13/09/2021

* Note: the NAQ [ssued guidancs applicable to exdemal auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidanca Nate
AGN/I2, The AGN is available from the NAD wabsite (www.nao.org.uk)
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